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see an exact appreciation of the situation;
Fleury regretted and deplored a state of affairs that
he could not approve of; but he was glad that as
partner of his sins Louis XV had met a woman
who lacked malice and vice.

As churchman and statesman, as diplomat
skilled in the most difficult problems and conscious
of his responsibilities, he tried to avert the evil;
unable to resist the suddenness of the events he
recognized his old pupiFs happy choice. More, he
established friendly relations between himself and
Mme de Mailly and showed great confidence in her.

Was that duplicity or deceit? it was rather the
intelligent foresight of a practical man, and an
understanding of the demands of the moment. At
any price the cardinal had to keep his influence over
Louis XV, whose character and ideas he knew and
whose headstrong impulses and extreme youth
caused him some misgivings. And that influence
never waned; death alone could finally break it.

So religion still kept its hold on the king, and
he used often to repent his misdeeds; he offered up
fervent prayers for the remission of his sins, at-
tended Mass and the longest ceremonies, read the
services with attention, approached the Communion
Table at Easter with tears for the sins he hated,
but to which he soon returned, unable to resist
them. In accordance with his confessor's demands,
he often returned to Marie Leczinska, and un-
reservedly, with happiness and satisfaction; there
was nothing false or deceitful about him; he was
an erring soul, a weak and sorrowful soul that